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rid of this, and to raise instead a smart, systematic, sturdy
generation. Khaksars have been prepared for sudden emer-
gencies ; for instance, they said at the outbreak of the war
that they alone would be ready and unflustered if air-raid
work were needed in a suddenly attacked Indian town.
Furthermore, they have said that there is too much servility.
The movement would get rid of this too, giving its members
a virile self-respect. Instead of bowing to foreigners, flatter-
ing or fearing them, Khaksars must stand up to them,
approaching them with a salute, with offers to help; respect-
ful, but expecting respect in return. They have accepted
hospitality from no one, solicited nothing, stood proudly on
their own resources.
The movement has been distinctly religious. It has been
puritanical, emphasizing religious discipline both within the
organization and in daily life; the ascetic instincts have
been fundamental to it. It has catered also for other
religious emotions, especially eliciting religious devotion and
enthusiasm. It has presented itself as the * real * and ex-
clusive Islam. The degraded and degrading religion of the
mullds has been attacked with the most unrestrained and
contemptuous vehemence. Non-Muslims are permitted to
join, if they acknowledge tawhid and al akhirah; but the
appeal has been to Muslims, and virtually only Muslims
have joined..
Through its religious character, socially interpreted, the
movement has acquired what long-term policy, or semblance
of long-term policy, it has had; and makes up for what it has
not. For those who are interested in such things, it has
one or two general ideas, which can serve, vaguely, as aims.
The most important is the social approach to religion. The
function of religion, hence the function of the Khaksars, has
been held to be the building up of a strong, healthy*
prosperous nation. All aspects of Islam not relevant to this
are repudiated. The glorious past of Islam has been stressed,
and the ideal of a new Muslimized world. Khaksars have
been encouraged to believe that they are a group devoted to
creating a well-ordered, decidedly progressive, economically